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Kurt Sansone

Estate agencies have reported no change to
the Marsaxlokk property market, dispelling
residents’ concerns in the wake of planning
approval for the contentious gas terminal 
at Delimara.

Three leading agents contacted by Times of
Malta agreed there has been no impact yet on
the property market. 

However, one of them said it expected a
reduction in property prices in the future.

The liquefied natural gas terminal, which will
include a large floating storage unit, formed
part of the Malta Environment and Planning

Authority’s permit approval for a gas-fired
power station last week.

During the marathon eight-hour meeting
some members of the public, including Nation-
alist Party MPs, expressed concern about the
safety of mooring a ship carrying 125,000 cubic
metres of LNG inside Marsaxlokk Bay.

They also claimed that the danger presented
by the vessel would have a negative impact on
property prices in Marsaxlokk.

Sara Grech, chief executive and president of
Engel and Völkers Sara Grech, said so far there
had been no significant change in property-
selling trends in Marsaxlokk.

However, Ms Grech, who is the partner of
Nationalist Party MEP candidate Ray Bugeja,

said the agency expected increased property
selling activity at a later stage.

“We are expecting a reduction in property
price levels,” she added.

Her negative outlook was not shared by other
estate agents.

Douglas Salt, director at Frank Salt, said
there was no movement at all for the time being
and expressed doubt as to whether the LNG
tanker would prompt people to move out.

His sentiment was shared by Alan Grima,
a representative of Dhalia, who insisted the
company had no indication as to the 
potential impact of the project on the 
property market.
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Plant permit is yet
to hit home prices

Price of gas
down 80c
The price of a standard 
12kg gas cylinder for 
household use will go down
by 80 cents to €18.40 from
today, Liquigas Malta Lim-
ited announced.

However, the price of
unleaded petrol will go up
by 2 cents and will stay at
€1.46 per litre until the end
of June.

It is better news for drivers
of diesel vehicles, who will
continue to spend €1.36 per
litre, the current cost, to fill
up over the same period.

The cost of kerosene for
consumers will be down 1c
to €1.38 and gasoil for heat-
ing is up by the same
amount, locked at €1.05 for
the three months.

These prices reflect those
fetched by Enemalta for 
the latest shipments of
imported fuel.

Gas prices are only fixed
for a month, until April 30. 

A 15kg cylinder will cost
€23, down from €24, while
one of 25kg will be priced at
€38.35, down from €40.

Liquigas said distributors
of its cylinders are not
allowed to charge more than
these prices.

PM’s pledge
welcomed
A number of human rights
organisations have welcomed
the government’s pledge to
put an end to child detention. 

The commitment was
made on Sunday by Prime
Minister Joseph Muscat dur-
ing his Freedom Day Speech.

The NGOs said they were
keen to explore initiatives to
implement this measure.
They said that in some cases
children reaching Malta by
boat were being detained up
to several months, in breach
of Malta’s migration policies. 

The Prime Minister’s com-
mitment was an important
first step in the process to
revise the reception regime
and provide appropriate 
shelter, care and support to
children reaching Malta’s
shores, the NGOs said.

The United Nations High
Commission for Refugees has
also welcomed the Prime
Minister’s announcement. 

“We consider this to be a
positive signal that the
government is prepared to
make important adjust-
ments to the current recep-
tion system. 

“It is our firm belief that
legitimate concerns and
interests of states can be effec-
tively addressed while main-
taining a reception system
which is in line with interna-
tional standards,” the high
commission said.

Jon Hoisaeter, UNHCR
Malta Representative, added:
“The Prime Minster has sig-
nalled a change that will have
a direct impact on the well-
being of vulnerable children.
UNHCR will continue to work
with the relevant Maltese
authorities to contribute to
further improvements to 
the system.”

Property for sale in Marsaxlokk.
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App reads out stories in Maltese
Sarah Carabott

A mobile app that reads out stories
to children in Maltese has been
launched in online stores by a
group of Junior College students.

The team behind the audio-
visual mobile and tablet applica-
tion is a group of nine first 
year Ġan Franġisk Abela students
taking part in an entrepreneur-
ship programme.

“The issue for better use of the
Maltese language was raised
through the media last year, and
we felt the need for something that
would encourage children under
10 to read stories in Maltese, and
maybe even write their own tales,”
said Nico Fauser, one of these
young app developers.

So in October, the group, called
Makes a Future Difference, started
developing the app as part of the
HSBC Company Programme
organised yearly by the Junior
Achievement (Young Enterprise)
Malta Foundation, a non-govern-
ment, non-profit organi sation pro-
moting entrepreneurship educa-
tion, skills for employability and
financial literacy. 

The young enterprise company
came up with MeStories – an
application for electronic devices
for children up to 10 years of age.

They want to encourage 
children to read and at the same
time act as a springboard for
young authors by featuring 
budding authors.

On the app, audio recordings
accompany the script of the 

stories and each one of the 16
tales is colour-coded, based on
the international book band 
system identifying stories
according to age and difficulty.
Some of them are illustrated.

The team is working in collabo-
ration with the Għaqda tal-Malti at
the University of Malta.

While some of the stories are
written by well-known authors,

like Carmel G. Cauchi, Manwel
Magri and Rita Saliba, others were
written specifically for the app by
13 and 14-year-olds.

The team will be at the Point in
Sliema today promoting the
application, which has been
launched on the App Store and
Google Play.

The team can be contacted on
mestoriesjaye@gmail.com

The students from Ġan Franġisk Abela who have developed the app. Photo: Jason Borg
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